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DIARY OF EVENTS

WINTER MEETING:  21st February 2013- The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood
7:30 pm  

We are fortunate that Claire Waring will join us to talk on the combined subjects of bees and photography, 
both very close to her heart.

As a Trustee of Bees Abroad http://beesabroad.org.uk/  Claire has been instrumental in establishing a 
number of beekeeping holidays to Nepal, Thailand, the Yucatan, Cambodia, Chile and elsewhere to raise 
funds and increase knowledge of beekeeping overseas. In addition, she is Editor of BeeCraft magazine, and 
her photographs form the cover page of many editions.
 

Outside of beekeeping, Claire runs her own publishing and communications company and her other 
interests include photography (particularly bees!) and foreign travel. Two films about Honey Hunting 
and about Hive Beekeeping in Nepal won the gold medal for beekeeping films at both the 1997 and 1999 
Apimondia Congresses.

Claire is travelling a considerable distance to speak to us, so please make a special effort to come along.

BEEKEEPING - BEGINNERS DAY   -      02 MARCH 2013
Pulborough Village Hall. For details see www.wgbka.org.uk



PATTERSON IN PRINT

I have had many messages about the passing of Meg and I would like to thank those who made 
comment. It seems we will only need half the amount of biscuits and cake at meetings now!

We have turned the year and the days are lengthening. It’s the 24th January and having just taken 
Nell out for a walk I have seen bluebells poking up through the leaves, even though there is snow on the ground. 
A couple of weeks ago I saw a lot of hazel catkins fully out and I have seen daffodils in bud. Of course there are 
always these things to report early every year and I suppose we notice them because we are looking towards 
spring already.

Those queens that stopped laying for a time in the winter will have come back into lay by now and although 
we don’t know much about what happens in a colony in the winter, it’s my guess they keep going from now on, 
otherwise there will be a knock-on effect later if there is a brood break or lengthy decline.

It is from now on that colonies will be at their most vulnerable. The older bees will be affected by varroa or 
viruses, resulting in shorter lives, so there is a need for younger bees to be reared – this with a lower adult 
population to look after it. This will put stress into the colony and may result in poor nutrition of larvae, exposing 
it up to other diseases such as chalk brood or EFB.

Throughout the country the number of colonies infected with EFB in 2012 was 50% up on 2011. There could be 
several reasons for this including:-

1. Targeting of known hotspots by the Bee Inspectors.
2. Increased inspection in some areas.
3. Local BKAs organising Bee Health Days and beekeepers finding EFB themselves.
4. Shortage of food causing poor nutrition.

It will always be difficult to find out what has caused an increase in figures and I’m sure there are more reasons 
than those mentioned above. Taking point 4. We are constantly learning more about this disease and there is 
quite a lot of research being carried out in a number of places. It is now known that EFB bacteria are present 
in a high percentage of colonies, but at a low level. Clinical signs don’t appear until the bacteria levels increase. 
Something triggers it off and this could be stress or poor nutrition. There are a number of ways it can be 
transferred and the most likely is robbing out infected colonies, or honey that may have been left out. 

Last summer I spent a day in Ashdown Forest and saw an open jar of honey in a tree. I had to be told why it was 
there, but if the honey was infected it could have caused a big problem to local beekeepers. Once I was told of the 
significance I wondered why the local beekeepers hadn’t put a sign up explaining the dangers involved.

Food will be used much quicker to raise temperatures and feed the larvae in the coming weeks. There won’t 
be any significant input until March, so they are still using their stores. You should have been “hefting” hives 
throughout the winter and in addition you can look through the feedhole to see if there is any capped stores. If 
not, then gently take off the crownboard and if you can see several frames with sealed food, you can leave it for a 
couple of weeks.

If a colony is short of food, about the only option until March when they can be fed syrup is candy. If the weather 
is cold they need it right down on them, so if they are clustered below the top bars, then force some candy down 
between the frames and put the block or tub of candy over that, so the bees can eat their way up to the bulk 
without a break. An empty super can be put on and the gap filled with screwed up newspaper.
 
During the summer, beekeepers get many calls from non-beekeepers about bees in bird boxes. In the vast 
majority of cases these are bumblebees, not honeybees.



I wonder how many readers of the above are mystified, as Roger was, by the 

honey jar in the tree on the Ashdown Forest.  As my mother grew up in the area, 

and went to tea with A. A. Milne and his son, I understood it. Think bears!  The 

answer, for those who don't get it, will be in next month's newsletter.

Tom

European Food Standards

Roger

Bumblebee queens look for a suitable nest when they emerge from hibernation in the spring and favour old 
mouse or bird nests, hence the problem with bird boxes.

The Tree Bumblebee Bombus hypnorum has become established in this country in the last 10-12 years and 
favours nest sites above ground. There has been an increase in the number of bumblebees in bird boxes in 
recent years, many being Tree Bumblebees. They are quite aggressive in defending their home and will sting 
more readily than other bumblebees, even without provocation. 

Bird boxes are ideal for them as they are the right size, easily defendable and often have an old nest waiting for 
them. Queens often establish their nests before birds do and they will occupy them until the autumn. This of 
course means that birds can’t use the boxes for the purpose they were put up for and you won’t have the benefit 
of observing the flurry of activity that is seen when the young are being fed. For that reason it is suggested that 
all bird boxes are cleaned out each year during the winter and if possible by the end of January/early February. 
Please also tell any friends and neighbours  as this is becoming a big problem.

In need of more beekeeping information?       Try Dave Cushman's website dave-cushman.net

Please find attached to the newsletter, a letter and statement from the Chairman BBKA; David Aston,
 regarding the Europeans Food Standards Authority report for your perusal.



NOSEMA TESTING

Most, if not all of you, will know about Nosema.  As a reminder, there are two species of this 
microsporidian (currently classified as a fungus) that can affect our bees, Nosema apis, which 
has been present in this country for a very long time, and Nosema ceranae, a much more recent 
arrival. The purpose of this note is not to educate you about these diseases; you should look 
them up elsewhere if they are news to you.  Rather, it is about how we want to help you establish 
whether they are affecting your bees.

You cannot tell just by looking, whether your bees have Nosema. Many people think that N. apis 
will cause dysentery. It can, but it may not, and bees may have dysentery for other reasons.  N. 
ceranae shows no outward symptoms.  However, due to the organism competing for food within 
the gut of the bees, either can cause dwindling and death of a colony.

The only way to establish whether your bees have Nosema is to take a sample of 30 bees, extract 
the guts if possible (or at least detach the abdomens), mash up the relevant parts in a pestle and 
mortar, and examine under a microscope at x400 magnification.  The spores are very easy to 
recognise.

A number of WGBKA members have been trained in this process, and some of us have been 
testing our own bees in recent years.  The Division has purchased microscopes so that we 
can carry out testing for members, at the same time training you in the process.  We will be 
holding workshops on this over the weekend of 9th/10th March 2013, in Ifold, Pulborough and 
Petworth.

If you would like to test your bees, under guidance and using the Division’s microscopes, you 
will need to do two things.

- First, book into one of the sessions, saying how many colonies you’d like to test.
- Second, collect a suitable sample of bees. Instructions on how to do this will be sent to 
you once you have booked into a testing session.

The three sessions will take place as follows:-

Saturday 9th March, morning – c/o Graham & Sue Elliott at Ifold.
Saturday 9th March, afternoon – c/o Chris & Helen Peach at Pulborough.
Sunday 10th March, morning – c/o Tom Moore & Gordon Allan at Petworth.

To book a place please email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com – saying which session you 
would like to attend and how many colonies you wish to test.  Places will be allocated on a ‘first 
come, first served’ basis.  You will then be sent instructions on sampling, and will be given a time 
to attend.

In next month’s newsletter we will include information on steps to take if you find Nosema in 
your sample.



The BBKA are offering the following written exam modules to be taken on Saturday 23rd March 2013:

Module 1 - Honey bee Management

Module 2 - Honey bee Products and Forage

Module 3 - Honey bee Pests, Diseases and Poisoning

Module 6 - Honey bee Behaviour

Module 8 - Honey bee Management, Health and History

You can find lots more information on the BBKA web-site, such as the syllabus and hints on how to pass.
http://www.bbka.org.uk/learn/examinations__assessments/modules

If you want to enter, or discuss what is involved, please give me a call/send me an email. This is now urgent as forms should 
have been with the West Sussex Exams coordinator by Feb 1st, and they need to be countersigned and forwarded. The cost 
is £20 per module and the exams take 90 minutes each. Several Wisborough Green members have already taken some (or 
all) of them, so there is plenty of advice available.

Gordon
Membership Secretary
petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
01798-343470

SATURDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 2013

Final Reminder - Not to be missed!

This is your final reminder to book a place at the WSBKA Spring Convention on Saturday 23rd February.  Details and 
Booking form were sent out with the January newsletter and you will have seen that it is an event not to be missed.  We 
have a top line up of speakers with a range of lectures to suit everyone.  

Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions where you can choose which seminar to join and, as participants 
come from all over West Sussex, there are plenty of people with whom to swop ideas and chat throughout the day. 

The convention is also a great opportunity to stock up on equipment and reading matter for the coming season.  As usual, 
Paynes Southdown Bee Farms will bring a tremendous range of equipment and books to the Convention, so don’t forget 
your shopping list!

The day promises to be both entertaining and stimulating and so book now to ensure your place on the seminars of your 
choice.  For West Sussex Beekeepers there is a special price of £20 per person.

Contact: Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or see the website www.bbka.org.uk/lo-
cal/westsussex.

We look forward to seeing you at the Convention.  

SPRING MODULES 2013

WSBKA ANNUAL CONVENTION 2013



SATURDAY 27th APRIL 2013

We are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the day with a variety of tasks including help-
ing in the Auction Ring and serving tea and coffee.  Trained FIRST AIDERS are also required to share the day or 
work together.  So if you can spare some time please contact the event coordinator, Graham Elliott at grahammt@
tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493 Mobile 07761 349281

If you have surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT you wish to sell the Entry Form can be found on the West Sussex 
BKA website.  Closing date for entries is 17th April.

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide range of 
plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking cuttings, dividing plants, 
or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 
461 for more details.

And finally…....Worthing Division will be running a TOMBOLA for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  All prize 
donations are gratefully received, so dig out those unwanted Christmas gifts!

As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event are on the WSBKA website at: - www.bbka.
org.uk/local/westsussex/auction  

WSBKA BEE MARKET 2013

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

IMPORTANT - MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2013

YOU ARE KINDLY REMINDED THAT MEMBERSHIPS ARE 
NOW DUE 

PLEASE SEE DECEMBER’S NEWSLETTER
 OR

 RING GORDON ON 01798 343470





23 January 2013

Statement re EFSA reports

On 16 January 2013 EFSA (European Food Safety Authority) published three reports, the 
preparation of which had been requested by the European Commission to assess risks associated 
with the use of the neonicotinoid insecticides clothianidin, imidacloprid and thiamethoxam. The 
assessments concentrated on the use of these insecticides as a seed treatment or as granules with 
particular regard to their acute and chronic effects on bee colony survival and development; their 
effect on bee behaviour and the risk posed by sub-lethal doses.

The brief was to cover honey bees, bumblebees and solitary bees however there is very little data 
relevant to bumblebees and solitary bees with the majority of the information used in the risk 
assessments having been derived for honey bees. The BBKA’s principal interest is in honey bees 
nevertheless it is concerned about the fate of all pollinators, including bumble and solitary bees; the 
lack of data and the potential effects of the three insecticides on them is a cause for concern.

It should be noted that the brief given to EFSA appears not to have included the use of the 
substances in products used by amateurs e.g. in gardens. Thiomethoxam is used in garden products 
in the UK.

The risk assessments considered three main routes of exposure and noted the following 
conclusions:

• Exposure from pollen and nectar. Only uses on crops not attractive to honey bees 
were considered acceptable.

• Exposure from dust. A risk to honey bees was indicated or could not be excluded, 
with some exceptions, such as use on sugar beet and crops planted in glasshouses, and for 
the use of some granules.

• Exposure to guttation fluid produced by treated plants. The only risk 
assessment that could be completed was for maize treated with thiamethoxam. In this case 
field studies show an acute effect on honey bees exposed to the substances through 
guttation fluid.

All of the above is quoted from the press release issued by EFSA.

The reports are full of data and interpretations of the data and the conclusions summarised above, 
however they only give a part of the picture.  The sentence ‘only uses on crops not attractive to 
honey bees were considered acceptable’ is not reproduced as such in the conclusions of the 
assessments for any of the three substances. This needs clarification.                               more.....

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/130116.htm?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=infocus&utm_campaign=beehealth
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/130116.htm?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=infocus&utm_campaign=beehealth


contd.....

The assessments identified data gaps and because of these data gaps the evaluations could not be 
completed for some aspects. It should be recognised that as and when these data gaps are filled 
there may be no risk of exposure for the parameter being risk-assessed.

So what happens next at the EU level? The reports will be considered by the European 
Commission which will decide whether there needs to be a proposal to change aspects of the 
regulation of these substances at the EU level. The EFSA reports have identified data gaps and 
presumably new research work will need to be carried out. The EFSA reports contain much 
information which has been generated in European countries other than the UK.

The EFSA reports all comment on the difficulty of extrapolating data from monitoring work done 
in any one country because it may not reflect the practices and conditions in other countries.

So where does this leave us in the UK? Some studies, including field studies on the levels of 
exposure found in crops in field conditions have already been completed and some are due to be 
completed very soon. These results will be examined by the Advisory Committee on Pesticides 
(ACP) and their advice on the evidence will be considered by Ministers.  If it is concluded that 
restrictions on the use of neonicotinoids are necessary we are assured by the Chemicals 
Regulation Directorate (CRD) that these restrictions will be introduced.

The reports indicate the following authorised uses of the three neonicotinoids in the UK. Note this 
does not include amateur (garden) uses.

Substance Crops Product Name

Clothianidin Cereals (wheat, barley, oats, rye 
triticale , durum wheat)

DeterClothianidin

Maize Poncho

Clothianidin

Sugar beet, fodder beet, beet 
seeds

Poncho Beta

Imidacloprid Cereals (winter wheat, winter 
barley, oats

Tripod PlusImidacloprid

Sugar beet, fodder beet, beet, 
mangolds

Gaucho

Thiamethoxam Mustard Cruiser OSRThiamethoxam

Oil seed rape Cruiser OSR

Thiamethoxam

Sugar beet, fodder beet, beet Cruiser SB

Thiamethoxam

Fodder rape Cruiser OSR

more....



contd.....

Oil seed Rape is the most likely crop in the list above which has the greatest potential for honey 
bees to forage on in the UK and it is important that the data gap identified by the EFSA reports on 
the potential for exposure from the nectar or pollen of treated plants is filled as quickly as 
possible. This will help give beekeepers reassurance that there is little or no risk, or in the event 
that an unacceptable risk is identified risk mitigation measures are put into place as soon as 
possible.

The publication of the EFSA reports on the three neonicotinoids is an important milestone in the 
assessment of the risk that the substances may cause harm to bees but there is still much work to 
be done. 

The BBKA is awaiting an official reaction from Defra and the CRD to the 
publication of these reports and will continue to press for urgency in dealing 
with these matters. The additional field research, shortly to be examined by 
the ACP, is an important part of this process. Work must be undertaken as 
soon as possible to fill the principal remaining gaps in our knowledge.  It is 
necessary to fully understand the level of risk and put into place any further 
risk mitigation measures, however stringent, to protect our honey bees and 
other pollinators.

David Aston, NDB, Chairman BBKA

-Ends-
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